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On Nov. 15 in a report released in Mexico City, the Bilateral Commission on the Future of
US-Mexican Relations called on both governments to develop enhanced economic and trade
relationships that could eventually lead to a limited bilateral free-trade arrangement. The report was
scheduled for release in Washington on Nov. 17. Current agreements are designed to ease conflicts
and settle disputes in steel, textiles, automobile parts and in other areas of increasingly important
bilateral trade. The US is Mexico's largest trading partner, and Mexico ranks number three for
the US, after Canada and Japan. The report says "an atmosphere of conflict and recrimination
has been damaging the relationship." President-elect Carlos Salinas de Gortari, who will be
inaugurated on Dec. 1, will likely meet with President-elect George Bush before his installation.
Meanwhile, a free-trade accord that the US has approved with Canada in under attack in Canada's
general elections. Opponents argue that it constitutes an instrument of US economic colonialism.
A free-trade arrangement with Mexico is likely to generate even more heated controversy in that
country. Consequently, the two-year-old Bilateral Commission speaks only of an "enhanced
trading relationship," which it argues will not only benefit the US but "better position Mexico to
benefit from its own comparative advantages and equip it for an even more significant role in the
world economy." The commission, sponsored by the Ford Foundation and encouraged by both
governments, was composed of nine citizens, several of them former government officials, from
each country. The co-chairpersons were Hugo B. Margain, a former Mexican Finance Minister
and Ambassador to the US, and William D. Rogers, a former Assistant Secretary of State for InterAmerican Affairs who is now a lawyer with the Washington firm Arnold & Porter. Among the other
members are Sen. Nancy Landon Kassenbaum of Kansas; Robert S. McNamara, former president of
the World Bank; Juan Jose Bremer Martino, Mexico's Ambassador to the Soviet Union, and Canales
Clarion, director of Grupo IMSA, an industrial group based in northern Mexico. In addition to trade,
the report calls for new initiatives to ease Mexico's foreign debt burden, expanded cultural and
educational activities, efforts to collaborate on foreign policy, and programs to stem drug trafficking
and the flow of illegal immigrants into the US. (Basic data from New York Times, 11/16/88)
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